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Synopsis

Completely revised and expanded with 11 new chapters: Jade / Demantoid Garnet / Natural
Nacreous Pearls / Conch Pearls / Sunstone / Moonstone / Peridot / Cobalt Blue Spinel / Red -Pink
Spinel / Golconda (Type lla) Diamonds. Five new introductory essay: Blue-white diamonds / Jadeite
/ Natural Pearls / Spinel / Feldspars. Plus 278 color photographs (171 additional) which include
exclusive images from major museum collections and the latest auction market icons. The definitive
book for anyone wanting to learn how the best gemologists in the world evaluate precious gems,
and what makes one stone merely a good stone versus a truly fabulous museum quality gem. The

author, Richard Wise, is one of the world&#39;s foremost gemologists.
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Customer Reviews

Praise for the 1st Edition: "...very highly recommended to anyone interested in gemology as a
superbly organized, authoritative, comprehensive and easy-to-follow reference." (Midwest Book
Review)Praise for the 1st Edition: "A masterpiece, a tour de force. My recommendation, buy this
book." (Canadian Jeweler & Orchid)Praise for the 1st Edition: "Unlike any other book | have read to
date, unmasks the true criteria that expert gem dealers and collectors rely on for judging the quality
of gem materials...The author’s writing style and command of the subject matter keeps the reader

captivated." (Gem Market News)

Richard Wise is the author of two books, The French Blue (2010) is the winner of a 2011



International Book Award in Historical Fiction. The novel is set in the 17th century gem trade. The
French Blue tells the back story of the Hope Diamond and the true life adventures of Jean-Baptiste
Tavernier, arguably the world’s most accomplished gem dealer/adventurer. Called "One of the
world’s foremost gemstone connoisseurs," Mr. Wise’s first book, Secrets of The Gem Trade, The
Connoisseur’s Guide to Precious Gemstones, published in 2003, became both a commercial and
critical success and is now considered a classic. Mr. Wise is a Graduate Gemologist. He began
traveling internationally and writing about gemstones in 1986. To date, he has published more than
forty articles many can be found on his popular blog, GemWise. His publications include Gems &
Gemology, Jeweler's Quarterly and Colored Stone magazines. He has been Gemology Columnist
for National Jeweler and Contributing Editor to Gemkey and Gem Market News. From the mines of
Burma, to the Black Pearl farms of Tahiti, from the Australian outback to the Brazilian hinterlands,

Richard Wise has visited most of the major gemstone producing areas of the world.

| bought this the first book and learned much about gems. This second edition is fantastic adding
more gems and information. Especially in the chapt r related to pearls. | use it for research. | wish it

included price paid for gems

By experience, | know that Richard Wise can not only tell you what country a gemstone comes from
but potentially which mine the stone originated in. Training the eye to depict subtle hues in a
gemstone is a fine art. Richard enlightens you by revealing the intricate process of evaluating
gemstones and how to clearly determine what each stone represents and it’s value. Richard is one

of the best and | highly recommend this book to anyone that wants to know more about gemstones!

There where so many great color pictures so much wealth on information over all | loved it and the
price was great. What on earth are you waiting for go and get a copy today | love to collect
gemstones and it’s the best | have ever seen by far. Look | don’t gain anything here so don’t be

afraid to pick your copy up today. Lots of hard work went into this book and you will be able to see it.

Pleased with purchase, was as described, promptly shipped. Would buy again.

Excellent book. Unlike many revised editions, this builds considerably upon the first edition, which is

a great book. If you have any interest in gems, their origins, acquisitions, grading, properties, and

lore, you need to acquire this for your library. You will go back to it many times.



A wonderful book for both the gemologist and the lover of gems. It is informative, interesting, and

the photos are outstanding. | highly recommend it.

was a gift

Many years ago | started a business that appraises, sources and purchases and sells fine jewelry
for private clients. It was at the end of a long road and steep learning curve of developing appraisal
skills and more importantly learning about the evaluation of diamonds, gems and jewelry. This
included time spent studying gemology at the GIA in Carlsbad and Chicago in person and online. |
wish | had seen this book before | started down that road as it is the bible of the gem business. For
the professional, and the person just interested in gems, this beautifully printed and presented book
is teeming with knowledge (hard-won) and images of astounding jewels. While at the GIA the only
gems we touched were tiny samples, here are magnificent, perfectly photographed examples of the
gems we get to learn so well. | encourage you to purchase this book, it brings to life the truly
beautiful aspects of our world in an easily digested format. Buy it also as a gift for people, clients,
friends, who have an interest in diamonds and gems; it will be much appreciated.
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